
MLICA General Membership Meeting
Isle of Capri Hotel & Casino - Boonville, MO

January 9, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by President Larry LaFollette at 3:10pm.

WELCOME/INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

President Larry LaFollette welcomed LICA Region IV Vice President Steve Miller, his wife, Fran; and all the Missouri

members to the January, 2010 General Membership Meeting.

ROLL CALL

District #1 3 District #4 5

District #2 5 District #5 3

District #3 3 District #6 0

Ladies Auxiliary President: Pat Houston - absent

Associates Chairman: vacant

Staff: Debbie Dickens - present

MINUTES APPROVAL

A motion was made by Melvin Beckemeyer and seconded by Jake Gingerich to approve the minutes of the 2009

Summer Meeting as printed. The motion carried.

NATIONAL REPORT - STEVE MILLER, NATIONAL LICA REGION IV VICE PRESIDENT

Steve reported that LICA’s national visibility is growing. NLICA has been asked to, once again, develope the

Earthmoving Tract of educational seminars at the 2011 ConExpo-ConAg Show in Las Vegas, March, 2011. In th 2008

ConExpo show, LICA’s Earthmoving seminars were among the best attended. John Peterson, National LICA Legislative

Liason, has also contributed to increasing LICA’s visibility. Steve went on to outline many of John’s accomplishments,

including a meeting in W ashington DC with Bruce Barnhart, National LICA President; Gerry Biuso, National LICA CEO;

and key personnel with the National Conservation Districts Association, NRCS, and others. The LICA Contractor

magazine has been very successful, earning a profit after the first three issues. Gerry Biuso will be representing LICA

at several trade shows around the country in the coming year. National LICA is also increasing its visibility with the

membership by providing email blasts on benefit programs. Steve encouraged all members to attend the National LICA

W inter Convention in Phoenix, AZ in February, 2010.

PRESIDENT REPORT

President Larry LaFollette reported the following: 2010 looks like it will be a very good year for Missouri LICA. W e have

a new NRCS State Conservationist, a new Farm Service Agency Director, and a new Director of the state Soil and

W ater Program. W hile we expect these personnel changes to bring a lot of changes to our federal and state cost-share

programs, Missouri LICA is already participating in the decision-making process. W e have also been asked by the

Missouri Department of Natural Resources to provide a candidate for a seat on the Dam Safety Council.

On the legislative front, Missouri LICA was invited to participate in a stakeholders meeting of the Public Service

Commission to review and comment on proposed changes to Missouri’s Underground Damage Prevention Act. W e will

be tracking that legislation, as well as some assumed changes to the dam safety regulations and other construction-

related legislation.

W e have launched our new e-newsletter, “From the Dash of the Dozer,” and have used it to promote our W inter

Convention. W e will use this e-newsletter this spring to keep our members up to date on legislative proposals and

hearings, as well as other Association events. 
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Our Associate members have really stepped up to support Missouri LICA’s efforts. W e will be holding an auction at our

W inter Convention this year and have received some very generous contributions. The proceeds will be used, in part,

to support the Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship Fund which has been re-established at Linn State Technical College, the

only heavy equipment operators school in Missouri. 

In March, 2010, we will be holding a membership drive which will target the central and western portions of the state.

W e have already received offers from several of our Associates to sponsor these meetings. W ith Jerry Biuso’s help,

we are hoping to mimic Illinois LICA’s success. 

To mix in some fun, one of our new Associate members has offered to host a bobcat/excavator rodeo in April. W e are

hoping to also use this format for some membership development.

All in all, 2010 looks like it will be a very good year for Missouri LICA!

TREASURER/SECRETARY REPORT

Ozzie W allace presented the Secretary/Treasurer’s report for the first three months of fiscal 2010. A motion was made

by Chris Brauer and seconded by Nelson W ilson to accept the Treasurer/Secretary’s report. The motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

The Executive Director reported the following:

1) Generic District Minutes forms were presented

2) Missouri LICA will apply for the National LICA Kemp Legislative Award. The Executive Director asked members

to provide a list of legislative accomplishments for this application.

3) Gerry Biuso would like to include an article in the LICA Contractor magazine about a Missouri LICA member. Jeff

Lance volunteered to provide information on a bridge project. In addition, Jim Bledsoe volunteered one of his

projects for an article. Members were encouraged to submit stories about their unique projects.

4) Constant Contact is the service being used for the Missouri LICA e-newsletter and legislative alerts. Members

were encouraged to read the emails and, if they have not received them, to contact the Executive Director with

their email addresses. If the emails are undeliverable, members were provided with a letter to give to their carrier

to correct the problem.

5) Membership Drives have been scheduled for March 23  at Dean Machinery in Sedalia, March 24  at Deanrd th

Machinery in Chillicothe, and March 25  at Scheib Drainage Products in Oregon. Members were encouraged toth

attend these meetings, as well as to bring prospective members. Mont Gilbert, Jake Gingerich, and Phil W ilson

agreed to take Gerry Biuso around District #2 to contact prospects individually on March 22  and 23 .nd rd

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget/By-Laws - Ozzie W allace, Chairman, reviewed the budget and the contractors in attendance agreed that we

need to hold a membership drive in order to increase our revenue. [Note: See Executive Director’s report for planned

Membership Drives.]

Convention/Education - Ken Balkenbusch, Chairman, reported that the committee had discussed several locations

for the 2010 Summer Meeting and plans for the 2011 W inter Convention. Plans for the Summer Meeting will be decided

at the March Committee/Board Meetings. It was decided to move the Convention to the western part of the state -

possibly in St. Joseph or Independence. W e should look for a facility which has a pool to encourage family participation.

It was suggested that we have classes which might attract a wider range of contractor types. The committee collected

suggestions from those in attendance.

Field Day/Drainage - Jim Bledsoe, Chairman, reported that the committee is still waiting to hear about the status of Dr.

Kelly Nelson’s grant for a Drainage School. Although Dr. Allen Thompson’s grant has been approved, we have not heard

anything about when he wants to have a field day.
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Governmental Relations - Jeff Lance, Chairman, reported that he and Tom Lawlor have attended most of the

Commission and State Technical Committee meetings. In addition, the Committee has met with Bryan Hopkins,

Department of Natural Resources Soil and W ater Program Director, to discuss issues important to Missouri LICA

members. Jeff provided members with an update on the Commission’s activities, as well as Missouri LICA’s

representation on a Soil and W ater Program Task Force.

Legislative Committee - Gerald Bauer and Milburn Davis, Co-Chairmen, reviewed a list of pre-filed bills and highlighted

those which members of the Missouri LICA Legislative Committee will be tracking. The Committee will monitor any

legislative action on employment, underground damage prevention, and dam safety. Gerald Bauer outlined some

concerns the committee has about national legislation, including the cap & trade and clean water proposals. Discussion

was held concerning the term “navigable waters.” The Committee also provided a list of Missouri LICA legislative

accomplishments to include in the state chapters application for the first-ever National LICA Kemp Legislative Award.

Ladies Auxiliary - Pat Houston was absent; no report given.

A motion was made by Nelson W ilson and seconded by Ken Balkenbusch to accept the Committee Reports. The motion

carried. 

OLD BUSINESS

A. 2010 State and District Officers - District officers were encouraged to contact the state office with a list of their

2010 officers and District Meetings. A motion was made by Jim Bledsoe and seconded by Jeff Lance to nominate

Chris Brauer as Missouri LICA Secretary/Treasurer. Nelson W ilson moved to close the nominations and elect Chris

by acclamation. Jim Bledsoe seconded. The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

A. 2010 Membership Drive - See Executive Director’s Report.

B. April Bobcat Rodeo - Columbia, MO - April 10  - details of the rodeo were discussed.th

C. 2010 Board of Directors Meeting - will take place March 20 at the Bobcat of St. Louis-Columbia facility. Gerry

Biuso, National CEO, will attend to discuss specifics of the upcoming Membership Drives. Rob Bristow will also

discuss details of the April 10  Bobcat-LICA Rodeo.th

D. 2010 Summer Meeting - See Convention/Education Committee Report.

E. 2010 National LICA Delegates - Missouri LICA delegates to the 2010 National LICA W inter Convention were

chosen. Jim Bledsoe will carry three proxies to the National LICA W inter Convention in Phoenix, AZ.

A motion was made by Jeff Lance and seconded by Gerald Bauer to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried and the

meeting adjourned at 5:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debbie Dickens

Executive Director


